
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITUATION REPORT NO. 25 
INCIDENT NO. 2005-075 

DATE:  July 8, 2005    Time:  5:30 p.m. 
 
TO: Governor John Hoeven 
 State Capitol 
 Bismarck ND  58505 
 

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Severe Summer Storms and Flooding – On June 9, 
Governor John Hoeven issued a state emergency declaration, which he 
upgraded to a state disaster declaration on July 1, to address severe 
thunderstorms that have produced abnormal amounts of rainfall, ground 
saturation, hail, high winds and tornadoes throughout the state and for continued 
flooding in the Devils Lake Basin.  

 
2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: The Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Tribal 

Emergency Manager reported a man died when his mobile home was lifted and 
set upside down due to a tornado on July 8.  

 
3. DAMAGES: The Bismarck Office of the National Weather Service (NWS) 

forecasts very warm temperatures and high relative humidity will cause strong 
instability during the late afternoon and evening on July 9. This may produce high 
based severe storms over western and much of central North Dakota. The main 
threat will be thunderstorm winds and large hail. 

 
The Grand Forks Office of the NWS indicated scattered thunderstorms are 
expected across areas east of the Red River Valley. However, any storms which 
do develop are expected to remain below severe limits. 

 
The State Operations Center (SOC) received the following reports of storm 
activity from local emergency managers: 
 
Bottineau County 
On July 8, the County Emergency Manager reported that the City of Bottineau 
received two inches of rain overnight and Lake Metigoshe received 1.65 inches 
of rain causing the lake to rise another one and one-half inches.  Sandbagging 
efforts are being initiated in Bottineau to assist the water from Lake Metigoshe 
and other tributaries in the area to flow into Oak Creek.  
 



Pembina County 
On July 8, the County Emergency Manager reported that heavy rains ranging 
from 0.43 to 1.72 inches fell, adding to continued localized flooding.   
 
Ramsey County 
On July 8, the County Emergency Manager reported the county received up to 
three inches of rain and strong winds on July 7. Trees were up-rooted and 
branches broken off due to high winds especially in the northern part of the 
county. 
 
Slope County 
The County Emergency Manager reported sections of ditches on newly 
constructed roads have washed out threatening their structure.  Surface gravel 
has washed off of roads where water has run over them. 
 
Steele County  
On July 8, the County Emergency Manager reported wind storms clocked at 80 
miles per hour struck Finley, Hope and the Golden Lake area on July 3.  Damage 
was reported to several buildings, grain bins, sheds, elevators and boats in the 
area.   High winds also downed numerous trees throughout the area. 

 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Reservation 
The Tribal Emergency Manager reported a tornado touched down south of 
Belcourt on July 7.  South of Belcourt, a mobile home was lifted and set upside 
down.  A death was reported with this incident. The home next to this residence 
was also lifted and set on its side crushing two or three vehicles next to it. 
 
Flash flooding occurred on N.D. Highway 5 and other roads along the creek bed.  
Emergency team’s diverted traffic along the main highway through Belcourt.  
Various reports confirm at least four inches or more of rain fell in the area.  The 
water has receded off N.D. Highway 5 allowing for traffic flow.  Many residents 
are reporting damages to include water in basements, leaking roofs, and 
damaged or failed septic systems. Debris was washed from Ox Creek during the 
flash flooding.  The Tribal Emergency Manager reported road closures due to 
unsafe conditions.   
 
The Belcourt Lake Dam rose approximately three to four inches, however, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Dam Specialist reported the dam to be functioning 
well and recommended monitoring the dam due to the rise from last nights rain.  
There are many beaver dams holding large amounts of water, and if breached, 
would cause flooding downstream in Belcourt. 
 

 



River Statements 
Flood warnings remain in effect for the Red River at Fargo, Drayton, East Grand 
Forks and Pembina; the Souris River at Westhope, Towner and Bantry; the 
Willow Creek and the Wild Rice River at Abercrombie. 

 
River forecasts from the NWS, based on current observations, are as follows: 

 
4. RESOURCES: 

 
LOCAL: No changes from previous reports. 
 
STATE: No changes from previous reports. 

 
FEDERAL: No changes from previous reports. 

 
5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: No change from previous reports. 
 
6. MAJOR ACTIONS: 

 
Bottineau County 
A state response team from the N.D. Department of Emergency Services, 
Department of Transportation and State Water Commission will conduct an aerial 
and ground tour with local officials of Bottineau County on July 8.  Following the 
tour, state and local officials, and residents will participate in a public forum. 

 
The team will assess the impacts of continued flooding and damages resulting 
from recent storm activity, and provide technical assistance and program 
information to assist the public. 
 
Wold Engineering personnel from Bottineau are continuing to work with local 
officials to assist them in identifying options for the Lake Metigoshe and 
Bottineau areas. A plan has been developed by the County Water Resource 

River Flood 
Stage 

Last Report   Comments 

Red River at Fargo 17 feet 23.39 feet @ 5:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Red River at Pembina 42 feet 45.82 feet @ 4:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Red River at Drayton 32 feet 36.24 feet @ 7:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Red River at East Grand Forks 28 feet 28.38 feet @ 6:45 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Wild Rice River at Abercrombie 10 feet 12.93 feet @ 6:45 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Souris River near Westhope 10 feet 13.87 feet at 7:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
rising from runoff 

Souris River near Towner 52 feet  53.80 feet @ 8:00 a.m. July 7 River trend is 
rising from runoff 

Souris River near Bantry 11 feet 11.35 feet @ 7:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 

Willow Creek near Willow City 10 feet 15.01 feet at 4:00 a.m. July 8 River trend is 
falling 



Board, Wold Engineering and the State Water Commission which calls for 
lowering Lake Metigoshe and sandbagging the low elevation spots within the City 
of Bottineau and diverting water into Oak Creek.  Bottineau and McHenry County 
Commissioners are meeting on July 11 to discuss this plan as McHenry County 
may be affected.  In support of sandbagging operations, 100,000 sandbags are 
being delivered from Fargo. 
 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Reservation 
Tribal officials continue to monitor the Belcourt Lake Dam and Ox Creek.  Indian 
Health Service Hospital has been sandbagged to prevent flooding into the lowest 
level of the facility which houses the generator and telecommunications 
equipment.   

 
7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports. 

 
8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No changes from previous reports.  

 
9. OTHER INFORMATION: The N.D. Division of Homeland Security’s Situation 

Reports are posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is 
http://www.state.nd.us/dem. 
 
 

           _______________________________ 
       Susan Reinertson, Director 
       N.D. Division of Homeland Security 


